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ard whom he disliked violently. A crisis arose when he fell in love
and determined to marry the lady against all arguments. In an
inspired moment the committee procured an elaborate gold-
braided uniform, Pullen was called to the board-room, told that
his request to marry would be granted, although the asylum
would deeply regret losing his valuable services, but that if he
would reconsider, the committee proposed, as an alternative, to
make him an admiral in the navy. The uniform was then pro-
duced. Pullen succumbed. He took the uniform and never again
mentioned the subject of marriage. At the age of 81 he died,
having worn the uniform often on special occasions.
Tredgold notes that Pullen's observation, attention, and mem-
ory were good, but he was emotionally unstable, childish, and
lacking in mental balance. A brain defect which impaired hear-
ing early in life cut him off from his fellows and made possible
his tremendous absorption in carving and drawing. How much
his striking achievements were due to this intense and single-
minded preoccupation with mechanical things, and how much
was due to innate special abilities, it is impossible to say.
Cases with Physical Defects
Rudolf Pintner and Donald Paterson estimated in 1916
that about 3% of our population is mentally deficient. Later re-
search confirms this estimate. Not more than 10% of the feeble-
minded can be recognized as such from outward appearance,
according to HARRY L. HOLLINGWQRTH, of Columbia Univer-
sity. However, a few varieties of feeblemindedness are accompa-
nied by physical defects. Four readily distinguishable types are
described by A. F. Tredgold and LIONEL S. PENROSE :
The cretin is dwarfed in stature, with short, bent legs, dry skin,
coarse hair, thick lips, and a large head. Cretins have idiot or
imbecile mentality. Cretinism definitely results from underactiv-
ity of the thyroid gland, and can be relieved by giving thyroid
extract if treatment begins early enough.